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Issues:

Agriculture:

-Contributions to the Allied war effort: food to soldiers and civilians in England, Belgium, France.  Great gains made in meat, dairy, wheat production.  As demand for Canadian food increased, so did the economic wealth of farmers.

Industry:

-Supplied munitions, guns, shells, ships, airplanes, and other supplies.  Peace time consumer manufacturers switched to wartime production.  A multi-million dollar war industry was created.  Demand for Canadian natural resources (wood, minerals) increased.

-The labour movement grew in 1916 to protect big business profits during the war while men died in battle and workers at home had their wages cut.

Politics/Union Government:

-War Measures Act introduced for reaching powers (civil rights)

-Government regulates business: contracts, quotas, wage, and price control

-Move towards conservation of supplies: no hoarding!!
-Conservatives and Liberals set aside differences during the war and a Unionist Government is created.  Robert Borden is Prime Minister.

-Canada’s role on the battlefield: seat at the Peace Conference in 1918

-Tax grabs

Paying for the War:

-Income tax: introduced as a temporary measure to pay for the war effort

-Victory Bonds: forerunner of Canada Savings Bonds

-Others: federal sales tax on consumer goods, business profits tax

Rationing:

-Food stuffs and consumer goods were limited during the war

-Iron scraps were recycled to make weapons

-Canadians sent parcels to soldiers overseas

-“War Gardens” were used by families to grow their own food.  Some people tried to get around government regulations by hoarding.

Disasters:

-Parliament buildings (1916): original Parliament Buildings (House of Commons and Senate) were destroyed in a fire.  The only remains were the library on the back side.  They were rebuilt with stone.

-Halifax Explosion (1917): French freighter with TNT on board collided with a Norwegian steamer filled with supplies for Belgium in Halifax harbour.  The following explosion destroyed everything within a five kilometre2 radius. 2,000 people were killed, 9,000 were injured and 10,000 were left homeless in the middle of winter.  This was the biggest man-made explosion of that time.
-In both cases, German saboteurs were wrongly blamed.

Women’s Movement:
-Workplace: Increase in production of industries created a problem; most of the young men were fighting in military service.  Women moved into the war factories.  As well, women took over civilian jobs, such as streetcar drivers, secretaries, and office managers.  They also helped bring crops in on the farms.

-Suffrage (vote): Women took on more social causes during the war, such as the women’s right to vote.  They determined if they were expected to do work for the war effort, then they should have the right to vote.  In 1917, Robert Borden allowed some women the right to vote when the issue was conscription.  By 1918, all women were federally able to vote.
-Prohibition: By 1990, over half criminal offences were linked to consumption of alcoholic beverages.  During the war, women fought for the banning of alcohol.  They argued if soldiers were giving up their lives in battle, then civilians could give up their harmful addictions.  The ban began in each province, beginning with the prairies.  By 1918, during a grain shortage, Ottawa used the War Measures Act to prohibit alcohol all over Canada.

Conscription:

-Canada’s population during the war was 8,000,000

-1915: 160,000 men volunteered

-1916: 170,000 men volunteered


-134,000 in first half of the year


-36,000 in last half of the year

-By 1916, each division needed 20,000 replacements each year

-Reasons for decline:

-Those willing to go already volunteered
-Munitions factories were paying well
-Farmers needed their young sons for planting and harvesting because the prices paid for the crops were high

-The horror stories of the war came home by 1916: it was no longer seen as an adventure
Borden’s Commitment:

-For:
-all should defend Canada


-for liberty and autonomy


-fir civilization, against militarism

-Against:
-farmers faced economic ruin

-unions feared “no strikes”

-Canada should only “grow food and make munitions” (Bourassa: retired MP from the Boer War)

-sacrifice was only for Britain

-strained English-French Canadian relations

-Brought conscription (20-45 year-old single males)

-Military men could vote in 1917 election

-Female relatives of men at war could vote in the 1917 election

-Election issue: Conscription

-1918: appeals for exemption ended
